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initiation of a series of far-reaching and comprehensive reforms was due not to the attractiveness of French ideas, but to a military calamity which braced the Prussian Government so to adapt its ancient institutions and traditions to new needs that, without any breach of historical continuity or servile acceptance of alien remedies, it became once more a great Power on the Continent
Even on this showing the impulse comes from Napoleon. Without Jena no decisive reforms. The unmistakable completeness of the calamity, the loss of men, of treasure, of provinces, of prestige, the crushing war indemnity, the continued military occupation, must have convinced the blindest optimist that the Prussian State needed reformation from basement to rafter. It is all very well to say with von Meier that the catastrophe indicated nothing deeper than a diplomatic and military blunder.1 That was not the view held by the most enlightened Prussian contemporaries of the event. They asked themselves, not unnaturally, the question why the verdict of Rossbach had been reversed, why the Prussian army long vaunted as the finest in the world had been cut into ribbons by the Frenchmen, and what was the secret of that sudden and wonderful military supremacy of the French nation which had placed central Europe under Napoleon's heel. A distinguished and thoughtful officer in the Prussian service put his finger upon the real point.
* One cause *, wrote Gncisenau in July 1807, * has contributed to raise France to this degree of power.
' The Revolution has aroused all the .social forces and secured - to each an appropriate circle of action. What a treasure of latent unutilized force lies in the bosom of nations! In the soul of thousands and thousands of men there dwells a genius, the spring of which is depressed and stopped by external circumstances. The Revolution has put into action the entire national force of the French people, and if the European states wish to restore the old relations of nations and the old balance of power, they must draw from the same sources. If they appropriate the results of the Revolution, they will have the double advantage of opposing their national force in all its
1 FranxMscke Rinfltisse auf die Xtaats- und Rechtsetitwicklung Prmssens im %ix*J&hrhundert*